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they ought to inspire. Plato's1 great principles are explained, namely, that happiness is inseparable from virtue and misery from wickedness, and that the latter is rather an error of the judgment than of the will.
P. 663. If these opinions were actually false, (as they are immutably founded on truth) yet a wise lawgiver would think himself obliged to inculcate them, as true, by every method possible.
It is easy to persuade men, even of the most absurd fiction; how much more of an undoubted truth ?
P. 664. The institution of the three chorusses, which are to repeat in verse (accompanied with musick and with dances) these great principles of society, and to fix them in the belief of the publick : the first chorus is composed of boys under eighteen, and sacred to the Muses; the second, from that age to thirty, and sacred to Apollo ; the third, to Bacchus, consisting of all from thirty to sixty years of age.
P. 666. The use of wine is forbidden to boys; it is
1 Y. Alcibiad. 2. p. 144. Aristotle looked upon this as the distinguishing part of his master Plato's doctrine, as we see from a fragment of his elegy to Eudeinus, preserved in Olym-piodorus's commentary on the Gorgias. See also do Legib. L. 5. p. 733 and 742.
NOTES.
P. 663. To TOV 2i5wwov.] This fable of Cadmus and the dragon's teeth was firmly believed at Thebes : the principal families were supposed to be descended from the five persons who survived the fight: and bore on their bodies (as it was reported) the mark of a lance, as a proof of their origin. They were called STraproi, /cat r^yems. (See Eurip. Hercules Purens, v. 794. and Barnes ad locum.)